84                           Lord Monboddo.                   [A.D. 170
have not better health; and as to care or mental uneas ness, they are not above it, but below it, like bears. NI Sir; you are not to talk such paradoxJ: let me have n more on't. It cannot entertain, far less can it instruc Lord Monboddo2, one of your Scotch Judges, talked a gre; deal of such nonsense. I suffered him; but I will m
1 This paradox Johnson had exposed twenty-nine years earlier, his Life of Sir Francis Drake, Works, vi. 366. In Rasselas, chap, x he considers also the same question. Imlac is ' inclined to concluc that, if nothing counteracts the natural consequence of learning, v grow more happy as our minds take a wider range.' He then em merates the advantages which civilisation confers on the European ' They are surely happy,' said the prince, 'who have all these conve; iences.' 'The Europeans,'answered Imlac,'are less unhappy thi we, but they are not happy. Human life is everywhere a state which much is to be endured and little to be enjoyed.' Writing Mrs. Thrale from Skye, Johnson said: —' The traveller wande through a naked desert, gratified sometimes, but rarely, with the sig' of cows, and now and then finds a heap of loose stones and turf in cavity between rocks, where a being born with all those powers whi< education expands, and all those sensations which culture refines, condemned to shelter itself from the wind and rain. Philosophe there are who try to make themselves believe that this life is hapf but they believe it only while they are saying it, and never yet pr duced conviction in a single mind.' Piazzi Letters, i. 150. See po April i\ and May 7,1773, April 26, 1776, and June 15,1784.
1 James Burnet, a Scotch Lord of Session, by the title of Lord Mo boddo. ' He was a devout believer in the virtues of the heroic agi and the deterioration of civilised mankind ; a great contemner of lux ries, insomuch that he never used a wheel carriage.' WALTER SCO! quoted in Croker's Boswell, p. 227. There is some account of him Chambers's Traditions of Edinburgh, ii. 175. In his Origin of La guage, to which Boswell refers in his next note, after praising Hen Stephen for his Greek Dictionary, he continues:—' But to compile dictionary of a barbarous language, such as all the modern are coi pared with the learned, is a work which a man of real genius, rath than undertake, would choose to die of hunger, the most cruel, it said, of all deaths. I should, however, have praised this labour Doctor Johnson's more, though of the meanest kind,' &c. Monbc do's Origin of Language, v. 274. On p. 271, he says:—'Dr. Johns was the most invidious and malignant man I have ever known.' £ post, March 21,1772, May 8, 1773, and Boswell's Hebrides, Aug. 21,17;
sufi                           thisessso well able to do when the iuiui.it want came; in consequence of which method, he had a ttu^idnutilr supply of necessary articles lying by him, be-*uir what w;i* i$t u-ir,
